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Good Afternoon,
Senate committee hearing for Family Peer Support Certification has been scheduled!

The hearing for HB76 Family Peer Support Certification is scheduled for Monday, March 17,
2025, at 3:00pm in the Senate Public Health, Welfare, & Safety Committee room 317C.

A quick update on HB76’s progress:
® HB76 passed the House Human Services Committee and the 2"d and 3™ readings on
the House Floor.
® HB76 then moved to the Senate and was assigned to the Senate Public Health, Welfare,
& Safety Committee.
If it passes in committee, it moves to the Senate Floor for 2nd and 3" readings. If it passes
those, it goes to the Governor’s Office. And if the Governor signs it, HB76 becomes law!

During the upcoming Senate committee meeting, there will be an opportunity for public
comment. Because most legislators will not have lived experience raising a child with special
healthcare needs and/or behavioral health challenges, it will be important for all advocates to
present public comment regarding this certification bill. Families’ voices need to be heard as
well as providers who see the benefit of Family Peer Support.

That being said, the Senate Public Health, Welfare, & Safety Committee has heard a lot of
bills. Itis important our public comments are short and concise. We need to respect the
Legislators’ time and instructions:
® This committee has been giving 2 minutes for public comment, and I’ve seen it
shortened to 1 minute!
o Time yourself. Itis hard to condense your testimony to 2 minutes, butitis even
harder to be cutoff mid-sentence and not be able to give your full testimony.
o Highlight what you would say if you only had 1 minute.
O Ifithas already been said, do not say it again.
® They have also asked that if you have written or typed your testimony to not read it aloud
but give it to the committee to read. | know we all want our voices heard but sometimes
they are better heard when the listener feels respected and can process the information
at their own pace.
O Ifyou are in person, give your written testimony to the committee and only share
your name, title or position, and support.
o0 Remember to ask the chair before handing them your testimony.
® Watch HB319 hearing on 2/24/25 in the Senate Public Health, Welfare, & Safety
Committee. This bill had a ton of proponents and many of them did not get to share their
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HB 76 Family Peer Support Certification 

Sponsor: House Representative Howell (pronouns: they/them) 

Introduced By: THE CHILDREN, FAMILIES, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES INTERIM COMMITTEE

Committee Being Addressed on 3/17/25: (S) Public Health, Welfare, and Safety

When and Where: 3/17/2025  3:00 PM in Room 317 (State Capitol Building Helena, MT)

Speaking to a legislative committee in support of a bill is a valuable opportunity to make your voice heard and influence decision-making. When giving a public comment, it’s important to be clear, concise, and compelling. Here are some suggestions for how to approach it:

1. Prepare Your Statement

· Know the Bill: Be familiar with the bill’s text, its key provisions, and any relevant background. Understand how it fits into the broader legislative agenda and why it’s important.

· Understand the Committee: Research the members of the committee, their positions on related issues, and any specific concerns they may have. Tailor your comments to address their interests and concerns.

· Anticipate Questions: Think about potential questions the committee may ask. Prepare brief, well-thought-out answers.

2. Start with a Brief Introduction

· Address the Chair and Committee: “Chair Marshall and Members of the Committee” or the Vice Chairs could be sitting in the place of the Chair “Vice Chair Howell and members of the Committee” “Madam Vice Chair Etchart and Members of the Committee” 

· Introduce Yourself: State your name, then spell your last name for the record, where you’re from, and why you’re testifying (e.g., as a constituent, expert, organization representative).

· State Your Support: Clearly and immediately express that you support the bill. You can say something like, “I am here today to express my strong support for [Bill Number].” 

3. Provide a Clear and Concise Explanation of Your Support

· Why It Matters: Explain why the bill is important to you, your community, or your organization. Highlight how it addresses a specific need or problem, providing concrete examples if possible.

· Benefits of the Bill: Outline the benefits the bill will bring. These can include social, economic, environmental, or public health outcomes.

· Personal or Local Impact: Share a personal story or the impact this bill could have on your community or industry. Personalizing your comments can make them more relatable and compelling.

4. Use Data and Evidence

· Facts and Figures: If available, provide relevant data, studies, or expert opinions to back up your position. This adds credibility to your statement and can strengthen your argument.

· Case Studies or Success Stories: If similar bills have been successful in other areas, cite those examples as evidence of how the bill could work in your area.

5. Be Concise and Focused

· Stick to Key Points: Legislative committees typically have tight schedules. Be sure to keep your comments focused and limit your testimony to the most important points.

· Respect Time Limits: Follow any time limits provided for public comment, and practice your testimony so that it’s within that timeframe.

6. Address Potential Concerns

· Acknowledge Opposition: If there is significant opposition to the bill, briefly address it in a way that acknowledges valid concerns but explains why the bill’s benefits outweigh those concerns.

· Propose Solutions: If there are concerns that can be mitigated through amendments, offer constructive suggestions for improvement.

7. Maintain Professionalism

· Stay Respectful: Even if you feel strongly about the bill, maintain a respectful tone when speaking to committee members. Avoid confrontational language.

· Speak Clearly and Calmly: Speak at a moderate pace, making sure to project your voice so you can be heard clearly by the committee members.

8. Avoid Pressuring Committee Members

· Do Not Directly Urge a Vote: It’s important to refrain from explicitly urging committee members to vote in favor of the bill at the end of your testimony. Phrases like “I urge you to vote for this bill” or “Please vote yes” can come across as overly assertive or presumptive. Instead, focus on sharing your perspective, providing information, and explaining the impact the bill has on you or your community.

· Focus on Your Personal Experience, Not Lobbying: Your role is to present your personal viewpoint and the lived experiences that inform your stance on the bill. Unlike professional lobbyists, your purpose is not to advocate strategically or tactically but to offer an authentic, individual perspective on the issue at hand. Stick to sharing how the bill affects you, your community, or your field, rather than attempting to push for a specific legislative outcome.

9. Be Ready for Questions

· Engage with Questions: After your comments, legislators may ask follow-up questions. Listen carefully and respond thoughtfully. If you don’t know the answer, it’s okay to say you will follow up later with more information.

· Stay Positive: If the committee challenges your point, maintain a positive and respectful demeanor, and reinforce your key points.

10. Thank the Committee

· Express Gratitude: Regardless of the outcome, thank the committee members for their time and consideration. Politeness and professionalism will leave a positive impression.

Example Testimony Structure:

1. Introduction:

· "Good afternoon, Chair Marshall and Members of the Committee, my name is [Your Name], spell your last name, and I am a [resident/worker/advocate] from [Location]. I am speaking in support of [Bill Number]."

2. Why the Bill is Important:

· "This bill is important because [explain the issue the bill addresses]. It will help [describe the positive impact]."

3. Supporting Evidence:

· "Studies have shown that [mention data or studies]. Additionally, in [example city or region], a similar policy has led to [positive outcomes]."

4. Address Potential Concerns:

· "Some may be concerned that [mention a common argument against the bill]. However, [offer a rebuttal or solution]."

5. Call to Action:

· "I urge you to support this bill because it will [restate benefits]. I believe it will make a significant difference for [constituents/community]."

6. Conclusion:

· "Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions."

By staying organized, focused, and respectful, you’ll be in a strong position to make a persuasive case in favor of the bill. 



Things to Remember When Addressing a Legislative Committee from Your Lived Experience:

1. Speak from the Heart:
Your lived experience is a powerful tool, use it. The authenticity and emotion behind your personal story will resonate with the committee members. Sharing your experiences honestly and with passion can be the most effective way to connect with legislators on a human level. It can also be an opportunity to highlight aspects of the issue that might not be covered by data or statistics. When you speak from the heart, your sincerity will shine through, making your testimony more compelling and memorable.

2. Listen to the Person Who Spoke Before You:
Pay close attention to the testimony of those who speak before you. This helps avoid redundancy and allows you to build on their points by offering fresh perspectives. When you acknowledge the contributions of others while introducing new ideas or angles, it shows that you are engaged and thoughtful, and it helps keep the committee's attention. Each speaker has a chance to add something unique, and your role is to ensure that your voice adds value to the discussion.

3. Be Specific and Concrete in Sharing Your Story:
While speaking from the heart is crucial, being specific about how the issue impacts you or your community makes your testimony even more powerful. Specific examples, whether personal anecdotes or community-wide experiences, help illustrate the real-world consequences of the bill or issue. Don't be afraid to include details that make your story more vivid, it could be the difference between your testimony standing out or blending in.

4. Keep It Focused and Respectful of Time:
Committees often have tight schedules, so while your story is important, it’s equally important to be concise and stay focused. Avoid going off on tangents, and prioritize the key points that will have the greatest impact. Remember that your testimony is one piece of a larger conversation, so make sure your message is clear and direct. Being respectful of time shows professionalism and ensures that others have an opportunity to speak as well. Keep your public comment to one minute or less (unless otherwise advised by the committee). 

5. Acknowledge the Legislative Process:
Understand that while your lived experience is invaluable, legislators are often considering a broader range of factors, including political, economic, and social implications. It can be helpful to acknowledge that while your experience is personal, it reflects broader issues or patterns that need attention. This will show that you understand the complexity of the situation while still maintaining the emotional core of your testimony.

6. Remain Calm and Composed:
Legislative hearings can be emotionally charged, especially when addressing deeply personal issues. While it’s important to express the emotion that comes with your experience, try to remain calm and composed, especially if the subject matter is difficult or painful. Staying composed helps ensure your message is heard clearly and demonstrates your credibility and professionalism.

7. Connect Your Story to the Bill:
Make a direct connection between your personal experience and the specific provisions of the bill. How does the bill address the challenges or concerns you've shared? By linking your story to the proposed legislation, you help the committee understand how the bill would make a real difference in people's lives. This gives your testimony context and relevance, ensuring your message isn’t lost in the broader conversation.

8. Be Ready for Questions—And Stay Open:
After your testimony, committee members may have questions. Approach this opportunity as a chance to clarify or expand on your points. Don’t be afraid to say, “I don’t know” if you’re unsure about something—it’s better to be honest than to give inaccurate information. Your openness to further dialogue shows your commitment to the issue and your willingness to engage in constructive conversation.

9. Stay Positive, Even When It’s Difficult:
It can be tempting to focus on the negatives or challenges, but try to frame your comments in a way that also emphasizes the potential for positive change. Even if the issue is emotionally charged or difficult, ending your testimony with a note of hope or potential solutions can leave the committee with a sense of possibility rather than despair.




whole testimony. Everyone’s testimony is so valuable and it’s important to know the
best way to be heard.

O You can find the recording on https://www.legmt.gov/. Click “Now Streaming” in
the upper right corner. Click on the “Calendar” tab, arrow to February, and click
on the 24, Scroll almost to the bottom and click on Senate Public Health,
Welfare, & Safety Committee- Video. To the right of the video, click on the
“Agenda” tab. Click on HB319 and it will take you to that part of the video.

® Afew quick talking points you might find helpful:
O Family Peer Support has been supported by CFHHS Interim Committee and HB

872 (BHSFG) Commission and Gov. Gianforte allocated $700,000 to Family
Peer Support pilot projects.

o Family Peer Support provides support for early intervention, diagnosis, and
treatment reducing the risk of substance use and improving health outcomes.

O Family Peer Support provides support in communities across the state including
urban, rural, frontier, and tribal lands.

o Family Peer Support provides uninterrupted care during transitions, covers the
gaps in services, and gives access to after-hours support reducing the use of
crisis services.

O State certification is important to assure professional standards are met and to
protect the Family Peer Supporters and the families we work with.

0 In 2007, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) deemed peer
support services to be an evidence-based practice. As of 2020, 28 states have
certification including Utah, Colorado, Oregon, North Dakota, and Idaho.

There are three ways to submit public comment: 1. You can attend the committee hearing in
person in Helena; 2. You can register to give public comment over zoom (IMPORTANT
CHANGE- you can now register up to 2 hours before the meeting); and 3. You can submit
public comment in writing to the committee PRIOR to the meeting. Zoom registration and
submitting written comment can be done by going to https://www.legmt.gov/ and clicking
“Public Participation” in the upper right corner and following the instructions. You will need to
sign up for an account if you haven’t already.

As parents and caregivers, our stories are important and impactful, whether we had a
Family Peer Supporter that supported us and was a lifeline for us, or if we navigated our child’s
care alone, how different having a Family Peer Supporter would have made that experience.
Those of us who have provided Family Peer Support, it is important to share our stories of
working with families and the positive changes it has made for them. Our stories are what
legislators need to hear. | know that speaking to the legislature can be intimidating. Please
reach out to me with any questions. | am happy to help develop and/or practice your
testimony. If you plan to attend in person, let me know so that we can keep in touch in case
anything changes. | have also attached the updated Public Comment Resource that was sent
outinJanuary.
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Thanks,

Beth Ayers

Peer Support Training Coordinator
Montana’s Peer Network
406-451-3087
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